


School Improvement 
under ESSA

Phillip Lovell
Vice President, Policy and Government Relations

Webinar Presentation with the National Urban League



ESSA State Plans

• All states (and DC and Puerto Rico) have approved ESSA plans
• Plans contain details of states’ accountability, school rating, and 

school identification systems, including how schools are identified 
for support and improvement
• BUT … stay vigilant about implementation of these systems! At least 11 

states have already filed amendments to their ESSA plans and some 
states are not following their ESSA plans (even if the state hasn’t submitted 
an amendment.

• Plans DO NOT say very much about how identified schools will be 
supported and what resources those schools will receive



What are states doing now?

All states have:
• Released at least one year of school ratings based on their 

ESSA accountability system (2018-19 school year)
• Identified the first cohorts of schools for comprehensive 

and targeted support (identified in 2018-2019)
• In 2019-20, identified schools may be in a planning year, or may 

begin implementing an improvement plan

States are now identifying schools for 2019-20 school year. 



All4Ed Project (supported by Kellogg): 
Subgroup Inclusion in Implementation

Focus Questions:
• Do school ratings reflect achievement and outcomes for 

historically underserved subgroups of students?
• Did states adequately identify schools with struggling 

subgroups for support and improvement?
States in Analysis:
• AZ, CT, FL, IN, LA, MI, MS, NM, OH, and WA



Initial Findings about School Identification

• Proportion of schools identified for support varies WIDELY 
across states; in other words, zip code matters a LOT!

• In some states, schools with struggling students were 
overlooked for support

• "Students with disabilities" was the most common group 
of struggling students in targeted support schools

































What should advocates do?

• Understand the results of your school improvement system
• How many schools are identified for each type of support?
• Are there poorly rated schools that aren’t identified? Why?

• Find out where your state is in the school improvement process
• Have the state/districts approved improvement plans?
• Are identified schools implementing plans this year? Using a planning year?
• How is the state distributing federal improvement resources?

• Advocate to strengthen your state’s system
• Use examples from other states that do it better! (Call All4Ed!)
• Make a plan for legislative/budget sessions!



If you need help!

To view Alliance ESSA resources, please visit:

www.all4ed.org/essa

Questions?
plovell@all4ed.org

http://www.all4ed.org/essa



















