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What is the PISA? 

Assessment established by the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)

Every three years since 2000, more than 500,000 15-year-
old students around the world

Test in ELA, math, and science

Thirty-minute student survey 



Why is the PISA important? 

National standing in a global economy 
U.S.: mediocre results, historically
Predictive of adult skills and wellbeing

AND YET
Only provides country-level, not state- or school-level 
information





OECD Test for Schools

• Every year 

• All three subjects

• Student survey









Academic 
Standing



Type of Reader



What does it 
look like on the 

ground? 





Gwinnett County Public Schools

Largest district in 
Georgia

21 high schools, 
55,000 students

69% students of color

48% qualify for free or 
reduced-price lunch





Granger Independent School District

One of the smallest 
districts in Texas

421 students; 144 in 
high school

4% African American, 
41% Latino, 54% 
White

57% qualify for free or 
reduced-price lunch





University Academy

K-12 college 
preparatory charter 
school

232 students in the 
high school

99% students of color

67% qualify for free or 
reduced-price lunch



HOW DO SCHOOLS 
USE THE 
INFORMATION?



Adjust instructional practices
Colin Martin, Gwinnett County: “The OECD Test for 
Schools encourages the habit of not only understanding, but also 
applying, academic concepts to real-world scenarios.” 

Deeper questions; more application in the classroom



Influence the choice of curriculum
Randy Willis, Granger Independent: “The OECD school 
reports have given our teachers a vision that deep learning 
should be relevant, and hands-on, and fun.” 

District invested in a slightly more expensive science 
curriculum that included ready-made laboratory 
experiments.



Focus on student engagement
University Academy: Created resources for teachers that build up 
student motivation in different subjects.

October 16: Ukaoma spoke at the Global Learning Network on 
students’ instrumental motivation



Long-term impact: 

Changing the DNA of the 
schools

Influencing middle-school 
practices

Preparing students for 
the future



“Unless you have a world-class measure, you don’t know if you 
have a world-class school.”
–Randy Willis, Superintendent, Granger Independent School District


