
If everyone from the Class of 2012 had graduated from high school, the nation’s economy 
would likely have benefitted from $263 billion in additional income over the course of their 
lifetimes.5

The median earnings of a bachelor's-degree recipient during a forty year full-time 
working life is 65 percent higher than that of a high school graduate.4 
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TOO MANY STUDENTS FAIL TO 
GRADUATE ON TIME. 
On average, more than 1 million students 
fail to graduate on time each year. 1   

AMONG THOSE WHO DO GRADUATE, 
TOO MANY AREN’T PREPARED FOR COLLEGE-LEVEL WORK.
Half of all undergraduates pay for remedial courses to cover what they 
should have learned in high school, at a cost of nearly $7 billion annually.2  

AND TOO MANY AREN’T PREPARED FOR 
THE JOBS THAT AWAIT THEM.
Eighty-eight percent of employers say employees 
need higher levels of learning and deeper knowledge.3 
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THE ECONOMIC CASE FOR THE COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS

     RIGHT NOW, THE U.S. EDUCATION SYSTEM IS NOT PREPARING ENOUGH STUDENTS FOR SUCCESS IN COLLEGE AND A CAREER.

These state-developed standards set consistent guidelines for what students should know at each 
grade level so they graduate with the knowledge and skills–such as active listening, reading 
comprehension, critical thinking, and writing–that colleges and employers are looking for.6

Nationwide, 77 percent of math and English language arts teachers 
believe that the Common Core State Standards will positively influence 
their students’ ability to think critically and use reasoning skills.7 
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ENSURING THAT STUDENTS GRADUATE FROM HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE PAYS BIG AT THE INDIVIDUAL AND COMMUNITY LEVEL.

THE COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS WILL HELP ENSURE THAT STUDENTS GRADUATE FROM 
HIGH SCHOOL PREPARED FOR BOTH COLLEGE AND A CAREER.

LET’S SEIZE THIS OPPORTUNITY AND SUPPORT THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE COMMON CORE
© 2014, Alliance for Excellent Education. 

Visit impact.all4ed.org to see the economic impact of increasing the high school graduation rate
 for the nation, individual states, and more than 200 metro areas.
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