
Why Literacy?



UM Secondary Teacher 

Education Program Structure
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Content Specific Literacy
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Read math text

Create concrete meaning

Read and write formulas…equations…charts…tables…graphs

Discuss concepts using vocabulary

Connect all text forms



Literacy is Seeing
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You’re running a race in 

which you begin 3 feet 

behind the start line.  You 

run at a rate of 2 feet per 

second.  How far past the 

start line are you after 4 

seconds?



Textbook Language

• 2 or 3 per day

• Foreign Language

(Larson et al., 2008)





Our Language



Typical – Run for Cover

Woodland Mouse…Really?
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Horizontal

Corresponding Vertex
-b over 2a

Maximum

(Larson et al., 2008)



What Do I Do?
• Free Writes

•Base teaching/problems off responses

• Vocab/Concept Check via Discussion
• Smart Broad Break Down
• Early and Gradual Intro

•Reduces Fear Factor

• Verbal Plans
•Ignore Numbers – General Outline

• Vary Presentation



Take Aways

• Literacy Instruction Essential
•Presented by discipline

• Kids won’t if they can’t
• Make it simple
• Teach them to attack on their own

•Promotes Ownership
•Builds confidence

Every teacher is a teacher of literacy
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