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1.  Defining Personalized Learning 
2.  Opportunities and Implications for 

Students with Disabilities & English 
Learners  

3.  Panel Discussion 
4.  Questions & Answers 
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Defining “Personalized Learning” 

Elizabeth Schneider 
 Chief of Staff and Senior Vice 
 President for Strategic 
 Initiatives, The Alliance for 
 Excellent Education 



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



Opportunities and Implications for 
Students with Disabilities & English 
Learners  

Lindsay E. Jones, Esq. 
 Vice President, Chief Policy &  Advocacy 

Officer, National Center for  Learning 
Disabilities 

Maria Moser 
 Senior Director of Teaching and 
 Learning, National Council of La Raza  



 
 
This is the time. 
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…but discussions are 
happening in silos and 

students with disabilities are 
not always considered. 
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Personalized	
  learning	
  is	
  expanding	
  
exponen0ally	
  around	
  the	
  country…	
  



  

Personalized Learning in ESSA 

•  Mul0ple	
  ways	
  to	
  measure	
  
achievement	
  

•  Mul0ple	
  interim	
  assessments	
  
•  Computer	
  adap0ve	
  tes0ng	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

•  Innova0ve	
  Assessment	
  pilot	
  
program	
  
– 7	
  states,	
  3	
  years	
  more	
  at	
  Secretary’s	
  
discre0on	
  

	
  

1.	
  Flexible	
  Assessments	
   3.	
  Flexible	
  Uses	
  of	
  Funds	
  

•  Title	
  I	
  funds	
  for	
  direct	
  student	
  
services	
  

•  Title	
  II	
  funds	
  for	
  teacher	
  professional	
  
development	
  on	
  technology	
  

•  Title	
  IV	
  funding	
  for	
  educa0on	
  
technology	
  and	
  professional	
  
development	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
•  IES	
  study	
  on	
  impact	
  of	
  digital	
  

learning	
  outside	
  of	
  classroom	
  

2.	
  State	
  Grants	
   4.	
  Research	
  on	
  digital	
  learning	
  



ESSA and English Learners 
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Accountability	
  moves	
  to	
  	
  
Title	
  I	
  

•  All	
  states	
  will	
  be	
  required	
  to	
  
report	
  on	
  the	
  progress	
  of	
  all	
  
English	
  learners	
  in	
  the	
  state	
  

•  Repor0ng	
  moves	
  to	
  Title	
  I	
  
•  Title	
  III	
  funds	
  will	
  be	
  allocated	
  
using	
  a	
  blended	
  formula	
  (census	
  
and	
  state	
  counts	
  of	
  students	
  
taking	
  English	
  Language	
  
Proficiency	
  assessments)	
  

Decisions	
  about	
  Assessment	
  

•  States	
  are	
  required	
  to	
  
standardize	
  entrance/exit	
  into	
  
English	
  language	
  development	
  
programs	
  

•  States	
  have	
  new	
  flexibility	
  about	
  
some	
  tes0ng	
  provisions	
  



Personalized learning systems should 
include students with disabilities and 
English Language Learners now. 
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Avoid	
  RetrofiEng!!	
  



What we’ve 
done 
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Defining “Personalized Learning” 
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What We’ve Done 
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100+	
  pieces	
  of	
  literature	
  
•  Reports	
  
•  Case	
  studies	
  
•  Newspaper	
  ar0cles	
  

	
  
	
  
Survey	
  of	
  1000+	
  parents	
  and	
  500+	
  
educators	
  and	
  professionals	
  
•  Understood.org	
  
•  NCLD	
  and	
  partner	
  email	
  lists	
  

	
  

Literature	
  Review	
   QualitaNve	
  Research	
  

Expert	
  Interviews	
  
•  One-­‐on-­‐one	
  interviews	
  with	
  select	
  

educa0on	
  and	
  disability	
  experts	
  
	
  
Workshops	
  with	
  30+	
  experts	
  
•  9	
  one-­‐hour-­‐long,	
  interac0ve	
  webinars	
  

over	
  3	
  months	
  with	
  experts	
  

Site	
  visits	
  
•  Brooklyn	
  Lab	
  Charter	
  School	
  (Brooklyn,	
  

New	
  York)	
  
•  E.L.	
  Haynes	
  Charter	
  School	
  

(Washington,	
  DC)	
  
•  Thurgood	
  Marshall	
  Academy	
  

(Washington,	
  DC)	
  

QuanNtaNve	
  Research	
  



August 2015: Expert Convening 
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General	
  &	
  
special	
  

educators	
  

School	
  &	
  
district	
  leaders	
  

Personalized	
  
learning	
  
experts	
  

Digital	
  learning	
  
&	
  technology	
  

experts	
  
Policy	
  leaders	
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What we’ve 
learned 
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To maximize the benefit, PL must 
align with other frameworks: 

Universal Design for 
Learning (UDL) 
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Mul0-­‐Tiered	
  System	
  of	
  
Supports	
  (MTSS)	
  



PL as a driver of self-advocacy 
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3 Challenges to Including Students with 
Disabilities in PL 

1.   Monitoring pace and progress for students with 
disabilities is important 

2.   Assessments and accountability systems aligned 
with PL must ensure equity for students with 
disabilities; must produce valid and reliable data 
on performance and progress 

3.   Parents of students with disabilities are 
uninformed, but must be included. 
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3 Benefits of PL for Students with 
Disabilities 

1.  Focus on strengths and tailoring to 
interests leads to higher engagement and 
a growth mindset 

2.  Great opportunity to build decision-making 
and self-advocacy skills 

3.   Can Reduce stigma of special education 
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Many Parents are Uninformed, 
but Most are Interested! 

Survey Respondents: 
1000+ parents 
 
Findings: 

Only 40% of parents have 
heard of PL 
But 95% of parents want to 
know more! 
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Personalized 
Learning & 
English Learners 
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English Learners and Personalized 
Learning 
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Unique	
  Opportuni0es	
  

•  Growing	
  popula0on	
  in	
  new	
  
geographic	
  areas	
  presents	
  a	
  
challenge	
  and	
  opportunity	
  

•  Personalized	
  learning	
  requires	
  
high	
  quality	
  professional	
  
development	
  	
  

•  Personalized	
  learning	
  can	
  enable	
  
students	
  to	
  receive	
  language	
  
support	
  and	
  “just	
  in	
  0me”	
  
informa0on	
  

Challenges	
  

•  Psychosocial	
  and	
  cultural	
  aspects	
  
of	
  learning	
  are	
  par0cularly	
  
important	
  for	
  English	
  learners	
  

•  Aligning	
  English	
  language	
  
development	
  targets	
  across	
  all	
  
domains	
  (R/W/L/S)	
  with	
  content	
  
goals	
  

•  Digital	
  divide	
  



  

Teachers	
  

• Accountability	
  
pressure	
  

•  ESL	
  Guidelines	
  
and	
  Services	
  

•  Teacher	
  Training	
  
and	
  Support	
  

ESL	
  Experts	
  

•  Family	
  
engagement	
  

•  Teacher	
  training	
  
and	
  support	
  

•  Language	
  
AcquisiNon	
  

Tech	
  Experts	
  

•  Teacher	
  training	
  
and	
  support	
  

• Quality	
  of	
  
resources	
  

• Accountability	
  
•  School	
  and	
  
Educator	
  Culture	
  

PL/ EL top themes by area of 
expertise: 



A Look Ahead 



Upcoming State-Level Convenings 
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David Chard 
 Dean, Annette Caldwell Simmons School of  Education  
 and Human Development at Southern Methodist University 

Brian Stack 
 Principal, Sanborn Regional High School, New Hampshire 

Maria Moser 
 Senior Director of Teaching and Learning, National  
 Council of La Raza 

 

Today’s Panel Discussion 
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Audience Q&A 
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